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Date: May 27, 2025

Subject: Confirmation and Description of the ERF Best Reporting Award 2022 Granted to Mr. Md
Kamruzzaman

To Whom It May Concern

| am writing on behalf of the Economic Reporters’ Forum (ERF) to formally confirm that Mr. Md
Kamruzzaman, currently serving as a Special Correspondent at News24 Television, was awarded the Best
Reporting Award in the Banking and Insurance category (Television segment) under the ERF Best
Reporting Awards 2022, which in that year was sponsored by bKash and also referred to as the bKash-
ERF Best Reporting Award. This letter outlines the nature of the award, the selection and evaluation
process, and the significance of this recognition within the professional field of economic journalism.

About the Awarding Body — Economic Reporters Forum (ERF)

The Economic Reporters’ Forum (ERF) is the largest and most recognized professional association of
economic journalists in Bangladesh. Established in 1993-1994, ERF was founded to promote journalistic
excellence, ethical standards, and sector-specific expertise in reporting on finance, business,
development, and economic policy. Today, it consists of approximately 251 members representing leading
national print, television, and digital media outlets.

Nature and Prestige of the Award

The ERF Best Reporting Award is one of the most prestigious honors in Bangladesh recognizing impactful
economic journalism. Presented annually, the award honors excellence across various economic
categories such as macroeconomy, banking and insurance, capital markets, international trade and
remittance, agro-economy, revenue, investigative reporting, and private sector issues.

Each recipient is honored with a certificate, a commemorative crest, and a monetary award of BDT
100,000 (One Lakh Taka). The awards are presented in a nationally recognized ceremony attended by
senior government officials, economic experts, media executives, and members of the diplomatic and
business communities.

Nomination and Evaluation Process

For the 2022 cycle, ERF received 103 eligible submissions from its nationwide membership. The
evaluation followed a structured process:

1. Submission Call — Full members were invited to submit original works published or aired during
the eligibility period.

2. Categorization — Submissions were classified by topic (e.g., banking and insurance) and by media
type (print, television, digital).

3. Initial Screening — All entries were reviewed for relevance, originality, journalistic integrity, depth
of analysis, and public interest value.

Jury Panel and Selection Criteria_
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An independent jury comprising respected senior media professionals carried out the final selection. For
the 2022 awards, the jury consisted of:

« Saiful Amin — Editor, News & current affairs, Channel-i
¢ Khwaza Mainuddin — Veteran economic journalist (New Age)
« Waliur Rahman Miraz — Renowned journalist and media educator (BBC Bangla)

The panel applied the following criteria:

Depth and relevance of the issue covered

Accuracy, objectivity, and clarity of reporting

Impact on public understanding of economic matters

Originality and storytelling quality -

From 103 submissions, 12 journalists were selected as winners across 8 categories.

Award Recognition of Mr, Md Kamruzzaman

Mr. Kamruzzaman, widely known as Babu Kamruzzaman then serving as a Senior Reporter at News24
Television, was selected as the winner in the Banking and Insurance category (Television segment). His
reporting was recognized for its clarity, analytical rigor, and ability to present complex financial issues in
an accessible and impactful manner. This award acknowledges his significant contribution to economic
journalism and public understanding.

Award Ceremony and Public Recognition

The award was officially presented on December 12, 2022, during a formal ceremony held at the Krishibid
Institution Bangladesh (KIB), Dhaka. The ceremony was officiated by the Honorable Planning Minister
MA Mannan. Distinguished guests included:

Mr. Kamal Quadir, CEO of bKash (sponsor)

Ms. Sharmin Rinvi, President of ERF

SM Rashidul Islam, ERF General Secretary (2022)
Senior journalists, economists, and media leaders

The event received extensive media coverage in leading national platforms including The Daily Star, The
Daily Prothom Alo, Financial Express, Bonik Barta, Electronic Media and other prominent outlets.

This recognition reflects Mr. Kamruzzaman'’s professional excellence and the merit-based selection
process conducted by the ERF. For any further information or verification, please contact the ERF
Secretariat.

Sincerely,

g

Md Abul Kashem

General Secretary

Economic Reporters” Forum (ERF)
Phone: +8801751868763

Email: kashem.mcj@gmail.com




